The implanted red corpuscles exert their oxygen-carrying function as long as they remain in the circulation, and the question is therefore narrowed to an inquiry into their fate. Dr. Hunter has shown that they are destroyed after a shorter or longer stay in the blood, the rapidity of this process depending directly on the activity of the metabolic processes at the time, and the quantity of blood transfused.
The first factor is variable and uncertain, but the second is in man so limited that the life duration of the red discs is probably to be reckoned by hours only. 
